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Livy speaks of Fabius as being tlie moving spirit of this
campaign, though, he had but equal authority with his col-
league. If he was, he deserves due credit for his intelligent
action in bringing- Gracchus to Beneventum. To Gracchus
must be awarded equal credit for his bold attack on Hanno,
for his good management of the battle, and for following him
up as he did, to secure the full fruit of his victory.

This unhappy defeat robbed Hannibal of the assistance of
his reinforcements, and put an end to any hope of present
success in Campania. No such untoward event had as yet
befallen him. He was unwilling to leave this province
without one more essay on Nola, which, if he could take it,
would offset almost any other loss. While Gracchus was
campaigning in Lucania against Hanno, Hannibal, having
eaten out the Neapolis territory, had broken camp and moved
near Nola, camping on its west. Marcellus reinforced him-
self by bringing Pomponius, the pro-praetor, with the bulk of
his forces from the Claudian camp above Suessula, and
planned to give battle to Hannibal. He sent his legate,
Claudius Nero, with a chosen body of horse, by a long circuit
from the east gate, to attempt to fall on Hannibal's rear dur-
ing the battle which he himself would provoke by attacking
in front. On the next morning, he drew up his legions and
attacked the Carthaginian army. For some hours the com-
bat raged fiercely, but as Nero was not heard from, Marcellus
deemed it wise to withdraw. He had lost four hundred men,
and had inflicted a loss of two thousand men on Hannibal.
Nero turned up later, alleging that he had lost his way and
had not been able to find the enemy. Such are the facts
stated by Livy.

It is well to examine these facts. Livy, construed by Livy,
often yields light. He says that "the Romans had unques-
tionably the advantage, but as the cavalry did not come up inand after some passages of arms. which held him
